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Background

In 1991 the 97™ General Assembly established the Agricultural Nonpoint Water Pollution Control Fund
[TCA 67-4-409()]. The purpose of the Fund was to implement a program for the abatement and
prevention of nonpoint source pollution that may be caused by agricultural activities. Revenue for the
program is derived from the Recordation Tax on the transfer of real property from which the Ag Nonpoint
Fund receives 1.5 cents per $100 of property value.

In 1997, the General Assembly enacted modifications to the Fund, by renaming it the Agricultural
Resources Conservation Fund, and by focusing the program to fund solutions to nonpoint water pollution
from agriculture, to educate the landowners, producers, and managers about activities to eliminate
nonpoint source pollution, and to fund projects associated with livestock production.

Basically, the Agricultural Resources Conservation Fund provides funding to landowners to install
needed Best Management Practices on their lands to eliminate the impairment of the waters of
Tennessee from excessive soil loss, and associated pollutant transport. Funds are also available for
Information and Education projects, to educate landowners, producers and managers about how to best
keep their operations from causing degradation of our streams, lakes, and rivers.

The Water Resources Program within the Department's Administration and Grants Division has the
responsibility to administer the Agricultural Resources Conservation Fund.

Program Components

The Agricultural Resources Conservation Fund includes:

1. Best Management Practices (BMPs) that control soil erosion from cropland such as terraces,
grade stabilization structures, diversions, water and sediment control basins, grassed waterways,
field borders, riparian filters, buffer strips and other practices that may be recommended by the
United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources conservation Service (USDA-
NRCS).

2. BMPs that control and manage animal waste such as structural systems (lagoons, holding
ponds), poultry composters, litter storage facilities, livestock exclusion systems, rotational grazing
systems, alternative watering facilities, and other practices recommended by the USDA-NRCS.

3. BMPs that prevent or reduce pollution associated with the use of fertilizer and pesticides such as
integrated pest management and pesticide containment practices.

4, BMPs that maintain or improve water quality and soil productivity and prevent erosion on private
forestland. Specific measures include stabilization of abandoned roads, trails, firebreaks, and
landings as well as protection, restoration, and improvement of riparian areas.



5. Information and Education projects that promote the adoption of agricultural and forestry BMPs or
create public awareness about such activities. Up to 5 percent of the total annual revenue from
the Fund may be allocated for education purposes.

Program Priorities

As stated in TCA 67-4-409 (1), "It is the intent of the general assembly that the highest priority of the
agricultural resources conservation fund is to abate and prevent nonpoint source water pollution that may
be associated with agricultural production." Therefore, the Department has developed guidelines for the
program, to ensure that the BMPs installed across Tennessee will have a positive effect on the water
resources of our state.

Financial History
Consistent with the requirements of TCA 67-4-409(m), the following is a summary of expenditures
relative to implementation of the Agricultural Resources Conservation Fund.
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Summary of Activities of the Agricultural Resources Conservation Fund
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Before and After Photographs of Typical BMP Installations

Streambank Restoration: Giles County



Diversion Structure: Gibson County
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Grade Control Structure to Repair 20-foot deep gully: Lauderdale County



